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Every crooked lateral incisor or overzealous 
premolar tells a story… 
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SYNOPSIS

I’ve always hated my teeth.. as a child they tormented me, in my teenage years 
they mocked me and as an adult they humiliated me. They have dominated 
chunks of my life and shaped who I am as a person today. 

Using a combination of archive material and my own collection of dental 
memorabilia, as well as insights from the British Museums Dental 
Anthropologist Dr. Daniel Antoine, TEETH goes further than my own journey of 
dental salvation to explore our need to conform and our obsession with 
appearance in this age of the selfie. Finally questioning how far should we go 
to look normal?



Director's Biography

Production Credits

Thomas Hogben is a Scottish based filmmaker who's focus is on 
making creative and engaging films that explore the people and 
stories he finds throughout his life.

He began his career at Napier University, graduating with a BA (Hons) 
in Photography & Film Production in 2008. Following this, he 
completed an MSc in Animation and Visualisation in 2013, alongside 
working on a number of short films, which featured at festivals in both 
Europe and America.

Drawn back to the Highlands of Scotland in 2014 by the remoteness, 
big scenery, people and their stories he has continued to push himself 
creatively, and use filmmaking as a way to tell stories in an interesting 
and thought-provoking way. There is a story to be found in even the 
dullest of places, just waiting to be discovered and told.
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Technical Information

Shooting Format
Presentation Format

Sound Mix
Aspect Ratio

Running Time

1080p HD
DCP / Quicktime ProRes 422 HQ
Stereo
16:9
10min 47sec



Director's Statement

As a filmmaker, I am captivated by the weird and wonderful of the real world, and especially what 
motivates people to make the choices they have in life. Having worked on a collection of somewhat 
experimental short films I knew that I for me TEETH was an opportunity to really explore what 
motivated my own decisions in life. Turning the camera on myself gave me the chance to not only 
reflect but also push my understanding of the wider impact that our appearance has, and look at how 
we have developed as a society.

When you have braces it gives you a unique perspective on the importance of Teeth. With braces, 
Teeth became my life. It’s partly to do with the constant ache throbbing out of every single tooth, and 
the sheer size of the rigging, cables and composite materials crammed into every corner of your 
mouth. But more than that, you can’t help but take an interest in the mouths of others. I became 
obsessed with teeth, taking mental notes of the incisors of those I would meet, critiquing their 
alignments whilst trying to hold a conversation. So when I undertook corrective orthodontic work as 
an adult I knew I wanted to document the process, which led me to photograph my mouth from the 
day the procedure began until my teeth were fully straightened. This collection of 1,300 images 
formed the starting point for me to undertake the development of TEETH.

The film is built around my own dental journey, from my initials failed forays into chewing, through to 
the disaster that was my teenage dental restraints and finally to my adult braces and orthodontic 
treatment which rid me of my crooked smile.

Along with this journey, I wanted to explore more than just my little enamel tormentors. I was lucky 
enough to be able to discuss the cultural impact which Teeth have had throughout the history of man 
with the well-respected Dental Anthropologist Dr. Daniel Antoine, as well as interviewing both my 
parents and Orthodontist. By juxtaposing these interviews, archive and my own experiences it 
allowed me to explore our need to conform and our obsession with appearance, whilst relating back 
to my own very real experiences. 

The use of archive material, and the playful editing from Chris Cook, really helped to bring a lightness 
to the film which was especially successful. I was amazed at the wealth of archive, the information 
films produced in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s held such fantastic humor, that helped me to bring out the 
absurdity of some of the situations but also gives the film a strong stylistic approach.

Overall the film, although very personal for me, I feel reflects the fear of being different that so many 
of us have. The use of archive from across generations gives the visuals a universal feel, and bring a 
playfulness to what were truly traumatic events in my life. It's the humor that allowed me to cope, the 
jokes I would hide behind. In the end, this film captures the torment we go through just to fit in.

Thomas Hogben



Additional Stills

Download Images, Poster and Trailer at

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4EmapjHe9jHTGVBOU00T21MdVU
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